Final Online Conference

Converting beach wrack into a ressource and asset
Towards sustainable solutions for beach wrack use

1-2 June 2021

Day 1: 9:00 - 12.30 CET
Day 2: 9:00 - 14.45 CET

Welcome to the final online conference of the Interreg BSR project CONTRA!
Let's explore innovative solutions of beach wrack use in Europe:

e Getinspiration from forerunners on sustainable recycling options, beach wrack
management and value chains.

e Connect to transnational stakeholders in the Beach Wrach Network initiated by
the CONTRA project.

e Expand your network for new and improved collaborations during our
matchmaking session and on our online market place.

Let’s convert beach wrack from a nuisance to a resource and asset!
Please click here to register online.

Your CONTRA Team
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https://www.beachwrack-contra.eu/marketplace/
https://surveyhero.com/c/4ef80977
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Agenda

Day 1 |1 June 2021

8:45 Arrival & Technical Setup

9:00 Session #1 - Opening / Debate
Introduction by the CONTRA Lead partner, Hendrik Schubert, University of Rostock

Debate with CONTRA partners - What does sustainable beach wrack management mean to you?

9:55 Session #2 - Beach wrack as a resource

Video greetings from HELCOM, Riidiger Strempel, Executive Secretary

Key note ,Natural life cycle of beach wrack” by Tiia Méller (University of Tartu, EE), Cintia
Organo Quintana (University of Denmark, DK), Jacek Betdowski and Lech Kotwicki (The Institute
of Oceanology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, PL)

10:40 Coffee break

11:00 Session #3 - Environmental Aspects of Beach Wrack Management

Presentation of sustainable solutions for beach wrack use and management by CONTRA
partners and experts beyond the project:

WRACOVER - building landfill biocovers out of beach wrack to mitigate greenhouse gas
emissions - Kgge Municipality, DK.

WRACK4COAST - using beach wrack for dune restoration for coastal protection -
Atlantic Branch of Shirshov Institute of Oceanology, Kaliningrad, RU

FERTIWRACK - use of reed bed systems for integrated treatment of beach wrack for the
production of soil conditioner/fertilizer - Gdansk University of Technology, PL

Beach wrack and the issue of methane release- Cintia Organo Quintana - University of
Denmark

External pitches:
COASTAL Biogas - use of cast seaweed to mitigate eutrophication - Baltic Energy

Innovation Centre, SE

Q&A Sessions with presenters in parallel breakout rooms

12:10 Meeting wrap-up and apetizer for day 2



https://www.coastal-biogas.eu/
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12:30 Endofday 1
Day 2 |2 June 2021

8:45 Arrival & Technical Setup

9:00 Session #4 - Value chains of Beach Wrack Management
Impulse talk by Jens Almqvist, Krinova Science Park, SE

Presentation of sustainable solutions for beach wrack use and management by CONTRA
partners and experts beyond the project:

WRACK4SOIL - using beach wrack for and optimising the production of compost and
compost-based soil conditioner - Hanseatische Umwelt CAM GmbH, DE

BEACH WRACK CONVERSION - process chain of converting beach wrack into carbon-
neutral biochar - KS-VTCtech, DE

ALREA - guideline for the production of soil amendment (biochar and gasification syngas)
and energy recovery out of beach wrack - Linnaeus University, SE

External pitches:
EST-AGAR AS, Estonia - Extraction of furcelleran from seaweed for food manufacturing

COASTGRASS, Denmark - Using natural fibers i.e. beach wrack and biodegradable plastic
for the production of sustainable packaging material

Q&A Sessions with presenters in parallel breakout rooms

10:20 Coffee break

10:35 Session #5 - Panel/fish bowl discussion: Beach wrack management challenges

Discuss with CONTRA partners, policy-makers and other stakeholders challenges and obstacles of
beach wrack management, the market potential of beach wrack based products or relevant policy
frameworks.

11:35 Session #6 - A look into the future

Challenges, potentials and recommendations for beach wrack use and management - by the
CONTRA Lead partner, Hendrik Schubert/Jana Wélfel, University of Rostock

12:00 Lunch


http://www.estagar.ee/
http://www.coastgrass.com/
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13:00 Beach Wrack Network and Matchmaking - The future starts now!
The Beach Wrack Network by Jane Hofmann, EUCC - The Coastal Union Germany
Future funding possibilities by Hauke Siemen, REM Consult

Matchmaking and networking* Services, products or project ideas for sustainable solutions of
beach wrack use and management.

Presenters/idea owners for matchmaking: TBC

Please visit our online market place for more information on matchmaking presentations!
*[f you are interested to pitch your service, product or project idea about sustainable
solutions for beach wrack use and management during the matchmaking session and to
present it on our online market place, please indicate this during the registration

process. The organisation team will contact you with further instructions.

14:45 End of day 2 and the conference



https://www.eucc-d.de/beach-wrack-network.html
https://www.beachwrack-contra.eu/marketplace/
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About CONTRA

Marine organic material, or beach wrack, that is washed up onto beaches by waves and currents
can be a real nuisance, especially when large quantities land and then start to decompose on warm,
sunny days. At coastal resorts where local economies rely on beach tourism, beach wrack is often
perceived as being ‘dirty and smelly’. Its removal and ultimately its disposal/use are costly
operations and still problematic for many coastal authorities.

The challenge is to find a balance between public demand for ‘clean’ beaches, environmental
protection and the local economy. The EU Interreg-project CONTRA (COnversion of a Nuisance to
a Resource and Asset; 2019-2021) aimed to change how coastal municipalities see and deal with
beach wrack and help convert this nuisance into a resource and asset. In five work packages and
seven case studies, the ecological, social and economic aspects of the various collection and use
options were compiled and evaluated. Guidelines and reports have been created to address the
main issues that coastal authorities are faced with. Therefore, a considerable cross-disciplinary
stakeholder network of municipalities, companies, authorities and scientific institutes worked
together in an international consortium of 14 partners and 21 associated partners from six Baltic
Sea countries (DE, SE, DK, PL, EE, RUS).

This work opens the doors to future cross-border collaboration a little wider, with the ultimate aim
of delivering a ‘win-win-win’ situation - namely, improvements in coastal water quality, clean &

healthy beaches and blue growth opportunities for the Baltic Sea Region. Visit our website for more
information!

Your CONTRA Team!

www.beachwrack-contra.eu

You are invited to join the Beach Wrack Network founded for the exchange between experts,
practitioners, and policy makers about beach wrack issues within the Baltic Sea Region and beyond.

Lead Partner Project Management Communication Manager

Prof. Dr. Hendrik Schubert Hauke Siemen Jane Hofmann

University of Rostock REM - Consult Lang + Partner EUCC The Coastal Union Gemany
Institute of Life Sciences An der Alster 11 Friedrich-Barnewitz-Str. 3
Department of Ecology 20099 Hamburg, DE 18119 Warnemiinde, DE

Albert-Einstein-Strafe 3
18059 Rostock, DE

hendrik.schubert@uni-rostock.de = siemen@rem-consult.eu hofmann@eucc-d.de
+49 (0)381 498 6070 +49 (40) 52479489 1 +49 (0)381-5196422


www.beachwrack-contra.eu
https://www.eucc-d.de/beach-wrack-network.html
mailto:hofmann@eucc-d.de

